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results of physiology throw upon the nature of mental phenomena. The 
Vorlesungen gives a more popular account of the nature and purposes of 
experimental psychology, and deals especially with questions which have a 
general philosophical interest. In distinction from these works, the book 
before us confines itself strictly to the psychological standpoint, and attempts 
to describe, so far as its limits permit, the most important and essential facts 
of consciousness. Besides an Introduction of thirty-two pages, it has the 
following main divisions : I. Psychical Elements (pp. 33-105); II. Psychical 
Formations {Die psychischen Gebilde) (pp. 106-237); III. The Connection 
of Psychical Formations (pp. 238-323); IV. Mental Development (pp. 324- 
362); V. Mental Causality and its Laws (pp. 363-384). Review will follow. 

J. E. C. 

Naturphilosophie ah exakte Wissenschaft. Mit besonderer Beriick- 
sichtigung der mathematischen Physik. Von O. Schmitz-Dumont. 
Leipzig, Duncker & Humblot, 1895. — pp. xiii, 434. 

This book, the author informs us, contains the results of investigations 
which have extended over a period of twenty-five years. Setting out with 
the purpose of exhibiting the logical deficiencies in the method of the 
mathematical sciences, he found himself forced into other fields of inquiry, 
until, as will appear below, his work includes not only a philosophy of 
Nature but a philosophy of Mind as well. For, as the author points out, a 
philosophy of Nature must not neglect the fact that it is always necessary 
to add to the things and events of external sense-perception, the activity of 
a thinking individual, before nature can be known at all (p. 4). The purely 
objective standpoint is just as one-sided as that of mere subjectivism. For 
a complete world both are necessary, and the subject, " the world-thinking 
personality," from which the natural sciences abstract, must be restored in 
a philosophy of Nature. The work falls into the following main divisions : 
A. Topik der Begriffe (pp. 15-99); B. Philosophie der mathematischen 
Wissenschaften (pp. 99-194); C. Physikalische Erklarung durch Hypothe- 
sen (pp. 195-220); D. Logischer Aufbau der Physik (pp. 221-268); E. Die 
Aussenwelt (269-314); F. Die Innenwelt (pp. 314-374); G. Korper und 
Geist (pp. 37S-4I3)- j. E . c. 

Inductive Logic. By Wm. G. Ballantine, President of Oberlin 
College. Boston and London, Ginn & Co., 1896. — pp. viii, 174. 

Extensive quotations, illustrative of scientific method, from writers like 
Herschel, Whewell, Mill, Agassiz, Asa Gray, Darwin, Helmholtz, and 
others, may be fairly said to be the main feature of this work. In his treat- 
ment of the subject the author usually follows Mill. He does not, however, 
agree with the latter in making causation the sole basis of induction ; and 
insists that the ascertainment of resemblances, and the determination of 
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coexistences, are proper objects of inductive investigation. He also criti- 
cises Mill's general theory of causation. The book is simply and clearly 
written, and contains much that is interesting. It does not seem to me, 
however, that it contributes much towards an explanation of the nature of 
the reasoning process. t jr q 

Die Staatslehre Spinozas. Von Dr. Josef Hoff. Berlin, S. Calvary 
& Co., 1895. — pp. 56. 

In the first half of this book the author compares the various theories as 
to the origin and purpose of the State, which were put forward by Spinoza, 
Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Grotius, respectively. He arrives at the conclu- 
sion that Spinoza is in substantial agreement with Hobbes, though his 
views were undoubtedly modified to some extent by the influence of Grotius 
and Machiavelli. Spinoza differs from Hobbes mainly on the question of 
the status of the individual in society. He maintains that a person does 
not lose his ' natural rights ' by becoming a member of a State. The 
remainder of the book is occupied with an examination of the discussions of 
the various forms of government, which are to be found in the Tractatus 
Theologico-Politicus and the Tractatus Politicus. As Spinoza believed 
that Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Democracy had each special advantages 
of its own, he did not consider it important to determine the relative value 
of these modes of government. He simply showed how the constitution 
should be drawn up in each case, so that the individual might have the 
opportunity to develop his own nature. But while he did not institute a 
systematic inquiry in reference to the point indicated, he incidentally gave 
expression to his opinion in regard to it. In the Tractatus Theologico- 
Politicus he declared that Democracy is the ideal form of the State, as it 
is best adapted to guarantee the liberty of the citizen. In the Tractatus 
Politicus, however, he regarded the State as existing primarily for the 
purpose of affording protection. Hence he was inclined to view the aristo- 
cratic form of government as the best, since it was in his opinion the 
strongest and most stable. This change must be attributed partly to the 
circumstances of the times and partly to the fact that in his later years 

Spinoza was more influenced by practical considerations. „ 

David Irons. 

Lehrbuch der allgemeinen Psychologie. By Dr. Johannes Rehmke, 
Professor der Philosophic zu Greifswald. Hamburg and Leipzig, Leo- 
pold Voss; New York, G. E. Stechert, 1894. — pp. 582. 

The author's point of view is the purely psychological one. It is based 
on the opinion that the correct explanation of any subject of study can be 
given only by the subject itself. Professor Rehmke thinks, therefore, that 
the life of the mind, or ' soul,' should be explained scientifically out of and 
through itself. While not underrating the value of psycho-physical research, 
which nowadays monopolizes the attention of so many investigators, he does 



